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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
1. Recently, the United Nations issued a warning highlighting the 

unprecedented surge in greenhouse gas concentrations in the 

atmosphere, setting new records in 2022 - 

• WMO in its 19th annual Greenhouse Gas Bulletin stated that 

levels of the three main 

greenhouse gases: carbon 

dioxide, methane, and nitrous 

oxide, all surpassed previous 

records, marking an 

escalation in their 

atmospheric presence. 

• In 2022, carbon dioxide 

concentrations reached 418 

parts per million, methane at 

1,923 parts per billion, and nitrous oxide at 336 parts per 

billion, significantly surpassing pre-industrial levels by 150%, 

264%, and 124%, respectively. 

• Of the three major greenhouse gases, carbon dioxide (CO2) 

accounts for about 64% of the warming effect on the climate. 

• Methane ranks as the second-largest contributor to climate 

change, causing about 16% of warming.Nitrous oxide contributes 

around 7% to the warming effect. 

• The 2015 Paris Agreement aimed to limit global warming to below 

two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and preferably 

1.5C. Unfortunately, the global mean temperature in 2022 already 

exceeded the 1.5C mark, reaching 1.15C above pre-industrial 

levels. 

• Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are a group of naturally occurring and 

human-generated gases present in the Earth's atmosphere. 

• These gases have the unique property of absorbing and emitting 

heat, trapping thermal energy within the atmosphere. 
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• They act as a thermal blanket, allowing sunlight to enter the 

atmosphere while preventing a significant portion of the absorbed 

heat from escaping back into space. 

Major Factors Responsible for Rising Greenhouse Gases 

Concentration- 

A. Fossil Fuel Combustion 

B. Deforestation and Land Use Changes 

C. Agricultural Practices 

D. Improper Waste Management 

E. Natural Processes 

F. Urbanization and Population Growth 

G. Permafrost Thaw and Methane Release 

 

2. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Leaders' Summit 2023 - 

• Recently, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Leaders' 

Summit 2023 took place in San Francisco, United States. 

• The APEC 2023 summit's theme is "Creating a Resilient and 

Sustainable Future for 

All”. 

• APEC reaffirmed their 

commitment to free, fair, 

and open trade and 

investment, and to 

advancing inclusive and 

sustainable growth in the 

region. 

• The summit concluded with the adoption of the Golden Gate 

Declaration. The declaration underscores the commitment to 

creating a resilient and sustainable future for all member 

economies. 

• India wanted to join APEC in 1991, it was the same year 

when liberalisation was introduced in the Indian economy which 

opened up its economy and trade more with other countries. 
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• Some APEC members liked the idea of having India in the group. 

But some APEC members did not like the idea, because they 

thought India still had too many rules and restrictions that made 

it hard for them to do business with India. 

• Another reason why India could not join APEC was that the group 

decided to stop accepting new members in 1997, to focus on 

improving the existing cooperation among the current members. 

• This decision was supposed to last until 2012, but it was not 

changed after that, so India still could not join APEC. 

 

3. NATO Suspends CFE Treaty Amid Russian Withdrawal - 

• Recently, NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) has 

announced the formal suspension of the Treaty on Conventional 

Armed Forces in Europe (CFE), a key Cold War-Era Security 

Treaty in response 

to Russia's pullout from 

the deal. 

• The CFE Treaty, signed 

in 1990 and fully ratified 

in 1992, aimed to 

prevent massing of 

conventional armed forces 

by NATO and Warsaw 

Pact countries near mutual 

borders during the Cold 

War. 

• It placed limits on the deployment of conventional military 

forces in Europe and played a significant role in reducing tensions 

and arms build-up in the region. 

• Russia had suspended its participation in the CFE Treaty in 2007 

and formally announced its intention to withdraw in 2015.The 

recent move to finalise the withdrawal came after the Russian 

President signed a bill denouncing the treaty in May 2023. 
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• Russia has blamed the US and its allies for the withdrawal, citing 

their "destructive position" on the treaty. 

What are Other Cold-War Era NATO and USSR Treaties- 

• The North Atlantic Treaty (1949) 

• The Warsaw Pact (1955) 

• The Four Power Agreement on Berlin (1971) 

• The Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty (1987) 

• The Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) and START Treaties 
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Quiz 
Q1. With reference to the Global 

TB Report 2023, consider the 
following statements: 

 1. TB is the world’s highest 
leading cause of death from a 
single infectious agent in 
2022. 

 2. India’s TB mortality 
increased in the year 2022 as 
compared to year 2021. 

 3. There was an increase in 
reporting of TB cases in 2022. 

 4. India accounts for 
approximately one-fourth of 
the total TB cases in the 
world 

 How many of the statements 
given above are correct? 

 a) Only one 
 b) Only two 
 c) Only three 
 d) All four 
 
Q2. Midhili, Hamoon and Mocha 

were in the news recently, 
they are : 

 a) Recent Earthquake 
epicenters in Nepal 

 b) Cyclones in the Indian 
Ocean Region 

 c) Mountain ranges in the 
Atlantic Ocean 

 d) Volcanic region in Hawaii 
Island 

 
Q3. With reference to the 

Arunachal Yak churpi, 

consider the following 
statements: 

 1. Arunachal Yak churpi is a 
traditional cheese created 
from the milk of yaks, a kind 
of animal that is accustomed 
to high-altitude 
environments. 

 2. Arunachal Yak churpi has 
received Geographical 
Indication (GI) status. 

 3. Churpi is a fundamental 
part of the region's tangible 
cultural legacy and plays an 
important role in conserving 
and passing on Arunachal 
Pradesh's cultural heritage. 

 How many of the statements 
given above are correct? 

 a) Only one 
 b) Only two 
 c) All three 
 d) None 
 
Q4. Which projects are being 

jointly inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Bangladesh's Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina? 

 a) Akhaura-Agartala Cross-
Border Rail Link, Khulna-
Mongla Port Rail Line, and 
Maitree Super Thermal Power 
Plant 

 b) Dhaka-Chittagong 
Expressway, Rajshahi-Dhaka 
Railway Link, and Barisal 
Airport Modernization 
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 c) Kolkata-Dhaka Bus Rapid 
Transit, Sylhet Airport 
Expansion, and Padma Bridge 

 d) Chattogram-Cox's Bazar 
Railway, Dhaka Elevated 
Expressway, and Rupsha 
Bridge Modernization 

 
Q5. The joint military exercise 

'Exercise Mitra Shakti-2023' 
is being organized with India 
and which country ? 

 a) USA 
 b) France 
 c) Germany 
 d) Sri Lanka 
 
Q6. _______ is the smallest desert 

in the world ? 
 a) Carcross Desert, canada 
 b) Sonoran Desert, USA 
 c) Gobi Desert, China 
 d) Atacama Desert, South 

America 

Answer Key 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

b b c a d a 
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